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Dolmens of the type called holed dolmens are found in
large numbers in the Deccan, and elsewhere. Concerning
these, Mr W. Crooke writes that " many explanations of
the meaning of these holes in the door-stone have been
given—that they are intended as a means of exit for the
ghost, when it feels disposed to leave its home; that they
are a means of passing in offerings of food or other articles
for the comfort of the ghost; that they illustrate the habit
of creeping through an orifice or narrow entrance to a
cave or structure of the kind, which is supposed to be
efficacious for the cure of disease."
The excavations carried out in the " cairns, cromlechs,
and barrows " of the Nilgiris by Mr J. W. Breeks, when
Commissioner of the district, brought to light a splendid
series of unique pottery jars, iron implements, agate and
carnelian beads, bronze vases and bowls, etc. The bulk
of the collection is now exhibited in the Madras Museum.
The pottery jars are surmounted by lids, on which are
modelled grotesque representations of human beings and
animals. Concerning these figurines, Mr Foote writes that
"those representing men and women are extremely in-
teresting from the light they throw upon the stage of
civilization their makers had attained to, for they illustrate
the fashion of the garments as also of the ornaments they
wore, and of the arms and implements carried by them.
The animals they had domesticated, those they chased,
and others that they probably worshipped, are all indicated."
Among the most interesting figures are those of bearded
men riding on horses, and large-horned buffaloes, which
might have been modelled from the Toda buffaloes of the
present day? and like these, at funerals, and the migrations
of the sacred herd from place to place, bear a bell round
the neck,
It was noted by Mr Breeks that the characteristic
feature of the Nilgiri cairns and barrows is the circle of

